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Pujo Schedule October 4th (Friday):
Pujo :
Prasad Bitoron :
Dinner :
Overseas artist :

5:00 pm - 6 :30 pm
6:30 pm - 7:00 pm
6:30 pm - 7:50 pm
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Special Guest : Iman Chakraborty

October 5th (Saturday):

Pujo :
Prasad Bitoron :
Lunch :
Local Cultural Program - Part I :
Sandhi Pujo/ Boron/Sindhur Khela :
Local Cultural Program - Part II :
Dinner :

10:00 am - 12:00 noon
12:00 noon - 12:30 pm
12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
5:00 pm - 6:20 pm
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
9:00 pm - 10:00 pm
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Friends,
It is that time of the year when we get together in a festive mood to celebrate our
favorite annual event - the Durga Puja. We would like to thank you all for making this
year's Pujo a grand success. We have been celebrating our Pujo for more than 20
years and every year we try to do something special. At the same time, we
acknowledge that your help has made it possible and we could not have done this
without you. The council is very blessed to have the unflinching support of our
exuberant community in staging this biggest event of the year.
This year we are very proud to host Iman Chakraborty as our external artist from
Kolkata. Iman Chakraborty is a national award winner and she has enthralled
audiences across all generations with her wonderful renditions spanning the globe.
We hope you will enjoy her wonderful performance.
We have made some changes to our pricing structure to better align our expenses
based on past data points. We hope the changes meet your expectations and please
do not hesitate to share your comments using our website. As our community grows,
we hope to stage a much larger event in the future.
It is befitting to assume that with each passing year we will have new expectations
from our patrons. We see new faces join our event and participate in various tasks.
We try to implement new ideas and sometimes we fall short. But we believe that with
more new faces joining hands, we will be able to fulfill our dreams and aspirations.
We wish you all a pleasant and enjoyable Pujo. Keep adding more fond memories to
your journey in Portland. After all, this is our home away from home. Only we can
make it unforgettable. Stay blessed.

Regards,
Jayanta Banerjee
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Thanks to our Prabashi Council...

Jayanta Banerjee

Rahuldeva Ghosh

Rahul Mukerjee

Sujoy Sen

Aniruddha Kundu

Debangana Mukerjee

Sandipan Banerjee

Sudeshna Ganguly

Kishore Bhattacharjee
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looking to buy/sell home, contact Jassi Akkal
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Painting by our little geniuses!

Arjun Nandi, Grade2

Reyansh

Rajveer Nandi, Grade 1

Shreemoyee Saha, Grade 6
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Painting by our little geniuses!

Harshil Gautam, Age 8

Aditri Saha, Age 7
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You Are Ma Durga
You are
A teacher, a mother, a friend to all
You care about protecting the innocent and those who are right
Values, hard work, equality and respect is important to you
Being brave is who you are
Something evil comes almost every day but you protect us anyway
As you protect and teach us, we learn to be better
You want to have peace and prosperity throughout the land
This is, has been, and always will be, you
You are my favorite, you are Ma Durga
Written by Vyom Mukerjee
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The Happiness of Durga Puja
I love Durga Puja because it is a very cheerful thing to
celebrate. I also love Durga Puja because everybody gets to
perform and show their talents. I love to practice because I get
to see my friends and make new friends. I especially like to
practice poems because I get to learn new bengali words. My
dad is an expert in showing me the hand motions and voices I
am supposed to use for the poems I will say. Namoshkar.
by Maitri Ghosh
Age: 8 years
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Painting by Sneha Sinha!

Title - Maa
Now in her final year of Industrial
Engineering at Oregon State
University, Sneha Sinha reminisces
on fond memories of holding her
Didun’s hand and walking through
the eternally bustling streets of
Kolkata. All throughout her life, she
surrounded herself with Satyajit Ray
books, Rabindranath Tagore’s lyrics,
and her very favorite MaacherJhol!
She likes to joke that although she
grew up right here in Portland, she
feels more Bengali than American.
Drawing upon her inspiration and
memories, Sneha tries to capture her
love and passion for Bengali culture
through bright colors and
manifestations in art. This painting is
titled ‘Maa’ - Acrylic on Canvas.”
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Durga Questions
Part 2: Goddess Shailputri
Goddess Shailputriwhose name means daughter of the mountain, and is also
known as Sati, Bhavani, Parvati or Hemavati, is a form of Durga often celebrated as
the first form during Navratri. Today we explore the history of Shailputri and how
she came to be.
Long ago in ancient India there was a king named Daksha. Early on in his life he
had done many great things and saved many people and so MaaDurga promised
him that he would bear a daughter that would be a form of MaaDurga. But he let all
of this go to his head and so he became arrogant and prideful. At first MaaDurga
debated whether she should still be reborn as King Daksha’s daughter but then
decided to do so only to break King Daksha’s pride and teach him a lesson. So she
was born to him under the name of Sati. She lived happily for years and eventually
wished to marry Lord Shiva. Lord Shiva accepted knowing that Sati was actually
none other than MaaDurga. King Daksha was delighted and the marriage took
place. Eventually Kin Daksha Called all the gods for a ceremony and when Lord
Shiva did not bow to him got enraged and swore to get revenge.
Once the King decided to perform a very big ceremonial yagna and purposely left
lord Shiva out. Sati begged Lord Shiva to go saying that her father must have
forgotten, but lord Shiva knew better. He contemplated going for his wife and while
at first he said no, he let his wife go without him. Upon arriving home she was sad to
realize that except for her mother no one was happy upon her return. She walked up
to her father who did not even look her in the eye and said blandly, “Good, your rude
husband has not come, now sit down and enjoy the ceremony”.
Hearing this Sati became enraged and said in anger, “How dare you talkto my
husband in this manner. Your arrogance and ego has taken control of you. I am
ashamed to be known as your daughter”.
Saying this she made a promise to Lord Shiva to return to him once she was
reborn to a kinder father she would return to him and before everyone’s eyes she
burned to ash in her own anger, teaching her father a lesson. She would later be
reborn to Parvat Raj Himalaya and would remarry Shiva as Shailputri/Parvati.
This not only tells us to not be prideful but also shows that love can last through
lifetimes. As this year’s story draws to a close I can tell you for sure that next year
we can learn about Brahmachirini and her resolve to woo Shiva.

Written by Vyom Mukerjee
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"An event of this grandeur would not have
been possible without the kind support of our
patrons and donors. Thank you once again
for your continued support."
Bhaskar Ganguly

Rahuldeva Ghosh
Rajeeb Hazra

Sandipan Banerjee

Debangana Mukherjee
Srabani De

Sudipta Kundu
Sujoy Sen

Ayan Das

Tania Chatterjee
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Participants,
Arushi Mazumdar, Anaya Paul, Aditri Saha, Ahanaa Chakrabarty, Srishti Saha,
Tiyasa Mardana, Shanaya Basu, Ilina Kar, Ashni Mitra, Ishani Dasgupta, Rupkatha
Chatterjee, Reyansh Chakraborty, Reyansh Goutam, Ariannna Trevino, Harshil
Gautam, Bartika Chattopadhyay, Rishan Chakraborty, Anurag banerjee, Ishan
Trevino, Taniasha Mazumdar, Sreemoyee Saha, Kaustav Roy, Darya Roy
Maitreyee Ghosh, Parbati Kumar Manna, Arpita Saha Nanda, Parijat Mukherjee,
Riddhiman Bhattacharya, Smita Trevino, Rahuldeva Ghosh,
Poulami Mitra-Chakraborty, Anindit Mukherjee, Parag Ghosh, Anandi Roy,
Rahul Mukerjee, Amlan Basak, Sohinee Bhattacharyya, Aisha Dey,
Anusha Basak, Koustav Mazumder, Maitri Ghosh, Mihika Ghosh, Pratyush Manna,
Rayan Sil, Sharika Kundu, Vyom Mukherjee, Rumki Bose, Sohini Mukherjee,
Rudrani Pal, Tanisha Arora, Ishara Mukherjee, Otri Mukherjee, Aditya Arora,
Shankhadeep Mukherjee, Arghya Bishal, Twisha Santra, Anisha Santra,
Debashreeta, Debangana, Jayita, Moumita, Prajokta, Ritu, Sanchari, Sanjukta,
Sapna, Sneha, Sriya, Sreyoshi, Titas, Dipanjan, Jayanta, Sabyasachi, Satrajit,
Anandi, Indrani, Pritha, Shreya, Srishti, Sudakhina, Dipanwita, Vyom, Rajeeb,
Bhaskar, Tania, Sreyan Neo Sarkar, Aurna Das Maddala, Aaditya Banerjee,
Dorshini Paul, Sankha Sarkar, Jeevan Maddala, Sandipan Banerjee,
Ratnadip Paul, Arushi Mazumdar, Ishan Advaita Ghosh, Koustav (Rick) Mazumder
Pooja Ganguly, Vidya, Meghna, Sayeli, Yuva, Divya.

Thank you all..
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